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EU REACH Annex XVII adds PFAS restriction

On October 3, 2025, the European Commission published Regulation (EU) 2025/1988 in its Official Journal, which
amended Annex XVII of the REACH Regulation and added Item 82 on the requirements for PFAS in firefighting foams.

The revised regulation will come into effect on October 23, 2025.

The revised regulations are as follows:

Substance Restrictions

1, Shall not be placed on the market or used as of 23 October 2030 in firefighting
foams in a concentration equal to or greater than 1 mg/L for the sum of all PFAS.
2, Paragraph 1 shall not apply to:

(a) perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFQOS), its salts and PFOS-related compounds
CgF;S0;X, to perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), its salts and PFOA-related
compounds and to perfluorohexane sulfonic acid (PFHxS), its salts and
PFHxS-related compounds, covered by Annex | to Regulation (EU) 2019/1021;

(b) linear and branched perfluorocarboxylic acids of the formula C,F,,,,-C(= O)OH
where n =8, 9, 10, 11, 12, or 13 (C9-C14 PFCASs) including their salts, and any

combinations thereof, restricted under entry 68;

82. (c) undecafluorohexanoic acid (PFHxA), its salts and PFHxA-related substances,
Per- and polyfluoroalkyl for uses restricted under entry 79.

substances (PFAS) defined 3, When determining the concentration of the sum of all PFAS, the substances to
as: any substance that which the derogation in paragraph 2 applies shall be included in the
contains at least one fully determination.

fluorinated methyl (CF,) or 4, By way of derogation from paragraph 1, the concentration of PFAS in

methylene (CF,) carbon atom | fluorine-free firefighting foams originating from the equipment which has
(without any H/CL/Br/I undergone cleaning in accordance with best available techniques, excluding
attached to it). portable fire extinguishers, shall not exceed 50 mg/L for the sum of all PFAS.
The Commission shall review this derogation no later than 23 October 2030.
5, By way of derogation from paragraph 1, PFAS may be placed on the marketin a
concentration equal to or greater than 1 mg/L for the sum of all PFAS:
(a) until 23 October 2026 in firefighting foams in portable fire extinguishers;
(b) until 23 April 2027 in alcohol-resistant firefighting foams in portable fire
extinguishers;
(c) until 23 October 2035 in firefighting foams for:

(i) establishments covered by Directive 2012/18/EU. Civilian aviation (including
in civilian airports) shall not be covered by this derogation;

(ii) installations belonging to the offshore oil and gas industry;
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(i) military vessels;

(iv) civilian ships with firefighting foams placed on board before 23 October
2025.

6, By way of derogation from paragraph 1, PFAS may be used in firefighting
foams in a concentration equal to or greater than 1T mg/L for the sum of all PFAS:
(a) until 23 April 2027 for:

(i) training and testing, except functional testing of the firefighting systems
provided that all releases are contained;

(ii) public fire services and private fire services exercising the function of public
fire services, except where those services intervene at industrial fires at
establishments covered by Directive 2012/18/EU and the use of the foams and the
equipment for that purpose only;

(b) until 31 December 2030 in portable fire extinguishers;

(c) until 23 October 2035 for the cases referred to in paragraph 5, point (c).

The Commission shall review the derogations under point (c) before the end of
the period of validity of that derogation.

7, As of 23 October 2026 the use of PFAS in firefighting foams in a concentration
equal to or greater than 1 mg/L for the sum of all PFAS pursuant to paragraph 1
and paragraph 6, point (c), shall be subject to the conditions of this paragraph.
The user shall:

(a) ensure that firefighting foams are only used for fires involving flammable
liquids (class B fires);

(b) reduce emissions to the environmental compartments and direct and indirect
human exposure to firefighting foams to as low a level as is technically and
practically possible;

(c) ensure the separate collection of stock of not-utilised firefighting foams and
PFAS-containing waste, including wastewater, originating from the use of
firefighting foams, where technically and practically possible, and ensure their
handling for adequate treatment in such a way that the PFAS content is destroyed
or irreversibly transformed;

(d) establish a “PFAS-containing firefighting foams management plan” specific
for the place of use of the firefighting foams containing PFAS which shall include:

(i) details of the use conditions and volumes of firefighting foams on site,
documenting how the conditions set in point (b) are met;

(ii) information on the collection and adequate treatment pursuant to point (c);

(iii) details on the type and methods of cleaning and maintenance of
equipment;

(iv) plans to be implemented in the event of accidental leakage/spillage of

firefighting foam including where relevant, the documentation of the follow-up
Ee——————————————-———

Statement: This publication is only educational and does not replace any legal requirements or ap- Web: www.hct-test.com

Hotline: 400-0066-989

E-mail: hongcai@hct-test.com

Add: Building B,Tianji Industrial Park,

mance or quality standards. If there is no consent of HCT in advance, please do not quote or refer Floor 1&2&3 No.30-9 Laiyin Road, Xinsheng Community,

any information contained in this publication. Longgang Street, Longgang District, Shenzhen, Guangdong,China

plicable rules. Information included in the publication will not be revised. HCT does not guarantee

that the content contained in the publication without any errors or will meet any particular perfor-




WALTEK

TESTING - CERTIFICATION - INSPECTION

®
HS

Waltek Testing Group Co.,Ltd.

Waltek Testing Group HCT (Shenzhen) Co., Ltd.

actions;

(v) a strategy for substituting firefighting foams containing PFAS with
fluorine-free firefighting foams.
The management plan shall be reviewed annually and be kept available for at
least 15 years for inspection, on request, by competent authorities.
8, As of 23 October 2026, firefighting foams in which the concentration is equal to
or greater than 1 mg/L of the sum of all PFAS, that are placed on the market,
excluding portable fire extinguishers, shall be labelled in accordance with
paragraph 10. Unless the Member State(s) concerned provide(s) otherwise, the
label shall be written in the official language(s) of the Member State(s) where the
firefighting foam is placed on the market.
9, As of 23 October 2026, users of PFAS-containing firefighting foam shall ensure
that stock of not-utilised firefighting foams and PFAS-containing waste, including
wastewater, originating from the use of firefighting foams, is labelled in
accordance with paragraph 10 where the concentration of the sum of all PFAS is
equal to or greater than 1 mg/L. Unless the Member State(s) concerned provide(s)
otherwise, the label shall be written in the official language(s) of the Member
State(s) where the stock of not-utilised firefighting foams and PFAS-containing
waste, including wastewater, originating from the use of firefighting foam is
generated and will be treated.
10, For the purpose of paragraphs 8 and 9, the labelling shall include the
following wording: “WARNING: Contains per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS) with a concentration equal to or greater than 1 mg/L for the sum of all
PFAS” . This information shall be visibly, legibly and indelibly marked.
11, Forthe purpose of this entry, the following definitions shall apply:
(a) “portable fire extinguisher” means a fire extinguisher designed to be carried
and operated by hand which in working order has a mass of not more than 20 kg,
in accordance with the standard EN3-7; a mobile extinguisher of not more than
150 litres, in accordance with the standard EN-1866; and a spray can extinguisher
in accordance with the standard EN-16856;
(b) “firefighting foam” means any mixture to fight fires with foam and includes
but is not limited to firefighting foam concentrates and firefighting foam solutions
to produce the foam;
(c) “stock of not-utilised firefighting foam"” means firefighting foam which has not

yet been used to fight fires.’
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The EU has long prioritized PFAS risk management. Under the REACH framework regulation, the EU has already
implemented restrictions on some PFAS, including the ban and restriction of C9-C14 PFCAs, PFHxS. Simultaneously,
the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA), in collaboration with several member states (including Germany, Denmark,
the Netherlands, Norway, and Sweden), is advancing a proposal for comprehensive restrictions on all PFAS

substances to achieve the long-term strategic goal of a PFAS-free in future.

The implementation of new restrictions on PFAS in firefighting foams marks a key step in the EU's comprehensive

PFAS control strategy, laying the foundation for subsequent PFAS control in other sectors.

Original link: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2025/1988/0j/eng

HCT SOLUTION:

HCT reminds customers to continue to pay attention the latest developments in domestic and
international environmental regulations, actively evaluate and adjust the relevant substances in their
products, and ensure that products comply with the laws and regulations of the destination country and
international standards during design, production, and export. HCT has a wide range of testing areas
and convenient service channels to help companies evaluate restricted chemical substances in their
products and ensure that your products meet the corresponding national or international requirements.
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